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Brazil Negotiates Huge Financial Accord 





Coffee Policy 


Is Revamped 


New Program Places Brazil's 
Number 
on Free Market 


1 Commodity 


Brazil has enacted a new 


fee program, 


the Brazilian Coffee 


cof- | 
which, according to 
Institute, | 


“involves a substantial departure | 


coffee 
the Brazilian Government.” 


from previous 
Aim of New Policy 

remainder of 
the 
the new regulations 


Applying to the 
the 1960-61 


1961-62 crop, 


crop as well as 
alm at 
and export of high quality 


fees, 


cof- 
more realistic 
supporting 


through 


providing a 
free-exchange system, 
agricultural activities 
increase 
un- 


designed to 
replacing 


programs 
productivity by 
economical practices, providing 
stable 


strengthening 


exchange receipts, 


prices in external 


markets. 
Except for 


US$22.00 per bag of coffee, 


which will be earmarked for a 


coffee “defense fund”, the foreign 


policies of | 


fostering the production | 


ithan $1 
and | 


a contribution of | 


exchange derived from coffee ex- | 


negotiated 
free-exchange rate. It is 
that the defense 
be adjusted, 


ports will be 


under- 
stood 
if necessary, to offset 


any harmful influence of ex- 


change rate variations cof- 


fe 


over 
e prices. 

With 
exports of 


respect to the remaining 
the 1960-61 crop, the 
ontribution earmarked for the 
fund will be $24.00 or $26.00 per 
bag, depending on the producing 
region. 

Export Target Set 
indicate 
a crop of around 40 million bags, 
but since the 


Preliminary estimates 


Government will no| 


(See Page 2) 


at the 


fund will | 


Treasury Men aa Two tential 





Brazil’s Minister of Finance Clemente Mariani and U. 


S. Secretary of 


Treasury Douglas Dillon issued a joint statement on a financial agree- 
ment that resulted in Brazil's receiving credits amounting to more 


billion. Besides a loan 


of $600 


million extended by the 


United States, the International Monetary Fund and European nations 


are to make contributions, 


which will 


financial packages ever put together 


make it one of the largest 
among nations. 





B 


‘azil’s Foreign Minister Issues a 


Statement on Hemispheric Problems 





Administration Opposed to 


Intervention in Cuba 





Brazil’s Minister of Foreign 


Affairs, Afonso Arinos de Melo 
Franco, recently issued a_ state- 
ment on problems of the hemi- 


sphere and the Cuban situation. In 
it he emphasized that the admin- 
istration’s policy 
based on the principles of nonin- 
tervention and the right of self- 
determination for all nations. 
“The principle of noninterven- 
tion applies even with respect to 


foreign was 


adoption of a system of represen- 
tative government, a _ system 
which Brazil prefers, recommends 





and practices as the best for the 


the statement said. 
said that 


recognize a 


Americas,” 

The Foreign Minister 
Brazil would not 
Cuban government that resulted 


from a “clearly manifest inter- 


ference by a foreign power.” 


Brazil is “opposed to any fot 
eign intervention, 
direct, to 


direct or in- 


impose on Cuba any 


given form of government,” the 
statement said. 

On the other hand, the Minis- 
ter made it clear that Brazil 


was prepared to “join in meas 
ures to preserve the integrity of 
the continent short of intervention 


in any country.” 


U.S. Extenda 


Loan, Credits 


International iad tary Fund 
and European Countries 


Also to Contribute 
Minister 
Mariani has returned 
after concluding nego- 
Washington that re- 
than $1 billion in 
his country. 


Brazil’s Stine 
Clemente 
to Brazil 
tiations in 
sult in 
credits 


more 
for 
Sets Financial Record 

Adding up to one of the largest 
international financial packages 
ever assembled, the agreement in- 
cludes over $600 million in new 
credits from the United States, 
the International Monetary Fund 
and Europe, plus rescheduling of 
credits. In announcing the 
United States share of the pack- 
age, Secretary of Treasury 
Douglas Dillon said: 

“The size and importance of 
Brazil make it clear that the 
success of this nation in realizing 
its potential for growth and prog- 
is a key to the maintenance 
of free government in Latin 
America.” 


earlier 


ress 


President Kennedy Comments 
President Kennedy pointed out 
that the future of Brazil—a 
tion containing half the popula- 
tion of South America—was vital 
to the future of the Western 
Hemisphere. “By identifying our- 
selves with the economic 


na- 


and so- 
cial aspirations of the people of 
Brazil,” the President 
are identified with the hopes of 
half the continent. 

The way was paved for the new 
credit 


said, ‘‘we 


agreement when President 
Janio Quadros announced a new 
to bring eco 
the 


conditions 


economic program 
nomic growth and progress to 
people 


(Nee 


Brazilian under 


Page 3) 














Substantial Departure Seen in New 
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on Free Market 
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BRAZILIAN IMPORTS FROM THE | 
UNITED STATES—APRIL, 1961 | 

| 

| 





Source: Brazilian Treasury Delegation in New York. Compiled 
Prespaus to Foster Biches from consular invoices certified during April in the vari- 
= : = ous Brazilian consulates in the United States. 
Quality Production. Freight 
Value of and Other 
Strengthen Pric: Merchandise Expenses Total 
City (US$) (US$) (US$) 
Baltimore 773,895 79,440 853,335 
Bost 190,589 20,579 211,168 
narieston 83 037 872 
Chester —_ — a 
Chicago 3,386 937 4,323 
Houston 10,081,943 2,115,906 12,197,849 | 
vf Los Angeles 71,511 12,970 84,481 | 
Miam 1,298,211 91,883 1,390,094 | 
Norfolk 686,828 321,666 1,008,494 | 
Philadelphia 311,172 48,005 359,177 | 
New lear 893,073 174,755 1,067,828 
New York 18,038,068 957,206 18,995,274 | 
1 Francisco 85,143 21,200 106,365 | 
- Seattle 51,646 11,968 63,614 | 
: 32,486,300 3,856,574 36,342,874 | 


NOTE: Data have been verified by the Brazilian Treasury Delega- | 


tion in New York. 





ALIPERTI PLANS NEW MILL 





ed ) Coffee Defense 
Fund, and must be de- TO PRODUCE MACHINE WIRE 
ited with the treasury of the Siderurgica J. L. Aliperti began 
Pressure on Prices Avoided Superintendency of Currency and assembling equipment for the pro- 
Credit for the purposes indicated duction of machine wire. A 
tems VIT and VIII of Instruc French “Secim” blooming mill 
te o04; will be set up this year with a 
te (2) to authorize the Director 30-ton-an-hour capacity. Planning 
the Exchange Portfolio of the jnitial production for 1962, the 
ff Bank of Brazil to adjust the company will engineer the new 
2 aforementioned contribution at mill’s output in accordance with 
he rate established by the finan- market requirements. Aliperti has 
progral ead approved received total financing of US$7 
ne cottes rop of 1962-62, million and will receive additional 
er the variations in ex- financing of US$3,870,000 for 
nay affect coffee prices purchasing new equipment. 

itional market anc AE: CE 

nge rate b Time for Iced Maté 

Witl immer coming up, 

ani per a ir or Its equiva | \mericans can take a cue 

' Foner Dasi from Brazilians, who find 

, bales nalts | that iced maté makes a won- 

he State f Espin Sar | derful hot-weather drink. Re- 

J ' Janei Pernambuco, | ¢ eee Sr 

reshing as it is healthful, the 

om wa ; : Tee erage either hot or cold 

; ines sl ill may be sampled free of 

Mt Gera tree re harge at the offices of the 

hall be Cr$270.00 | Brazilian Government Trade 
Ca Bureau 
nien wi wie ———— a at 
Gerais coffee region and shall 
ut the ' equivalent to US$26.00 for 
her coffees with readjustment 
ort ise of oscillations in exchange 
rates below Cr$257.00 and above 
Cr$262.00 per dollar or the equiy 

ne ! other currencies: 

(4) to exempt coffee exports 
i . m partial payment In promis 
5 notes of the Bank of Brazil 
Mina is required by Instruction 192 


Sao Paulo Readies 
2nd Plan of Action 
Hydroelectric Power Project 


Will Be a Feature of the 


State’s New Program 


A second “Plan of Action” for 
the development of the state of 
Sao Paulo is being formulated 


by the Governor’s office. The new 
in 1965, as- 
sumes ful- 
fillment of the first plan except 
for of 


facilities. 


plan, to take effect 
practically complete 


construction educationa! 
The First Plan 

The first plan, enacted in 1959 

the 1959-62. 


projects 


for years provided 


for in electric power, 


transportation and = agricultural! 


and industrial expansion, as well 
investments in education and 
of 


envisaging expenditures of 


as 
other 
ment, 
Cr$100 


means social improve- 


billion. 


Recent doubling of the cost of 
exchange for preferential imports 


is not expected by state officials 


to interfere seriously with the 
new plan’s progress, as imports 


minor portion 


onstitute only a 
of the required materials and the 
financial re- 


such 


state 


possesses 
-ources ample to cover in- 


creased costs. 


Heavy Eequipment Needed 


of the larger projects 


undertaken 


Some 


being will require 


manu- 
the 


not being 
Brazil, 


hydroelectric-powet 


equipment yet 


factured in such as 
Urubupunga 
project for the installation of 2. 
million kilowatts generating ¢a- 
pacity. Financing of this project 
by Paulo 


of the 


is being arranged Sao 


and six other states area. 
The Secretariat of 
Public Works predicts that 


for 


Transport 
and 
generators 


the largest 


this project will be made in Brazil 


even 


by the time they are needed 
several years from how. Although 
definite decision has been 
the Secretariat 


that the Urubupunga project will 


no 
reached, expects 
be accomplished through separate 
contracts with various firms cov 
different rathe) 


ering phases, 


than by a single over-all contract 
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Brazil Gets 


Finance Minister 
Meets with Dillon 





Kennedy Administration Acts 


to Assist Brazil’s New 


Economic Program 
(From Page 1) 


of financial stability. President 
Kennedy, in the spirit of Opera- 
tion Pan American and the AI- 
liance for Progress, responded by 
directing the appropriate agen- 
cles of the U. S. Government to 


assist Brazil in carrying out its 


new program. 


New Credits 


Following is a breakdown of 


the new credit being made avail- 
able to Brazil: 

e From the U. S., $338) mil- 
lion in the form of a $168 million 
loan from the Export-Import 
Bank, $100 million from the yet- 
to-be organized central foreign 
ald agency, and $70 million in the 
form of a Treasury currency- 
stabilization loan. 

e From the 
Monetary Fund, $120 million. The 


International 


fund’s credit actually is for $160 
million, but the arrangement re 
quires Brazil to pay $40 million 
on the drawing from the fund in 
two instalments this September 
and next March. 

Western 
countries, an estimated total of 
$150 million, still to be finalized 


e¢ From Kuropean 


Postponed Payments 

Principal payments on some of 
Brazil’s debts have been resched 
uled as follows: 

¢ The United States’ debt post- 
ponement is on $220 million that 
was repayable to the Export-Im- 
port Bank within the next two 
vears and on $85 million of a 
longer-term debt to the bank. 

e The International Monetary 
Fund agreed to postpone collec 
tion of $140 million 
scheduled to repay by the end of 
1962. The IMF postponement can 
be stretched out to three years, 
that is, to 1965. 


Brazil is 


Conversations were also held 
by Brazilian representatives with 
private U. S. banks on the sub 
ject of alleviating the burden of 
payments, which amount to $114 


One Billion Dollars in Credit Pact 


Brazil’s Furniture Goes Modern 





Although Brazil turns out many fine pieces of traditional furniture, this photograph is evidence that the 
nation’s woodworking industry takes second place to none in the field of modern, functional design. 
Visitors who have seen the display shown above at the Brazilian Government Trade Bureau’s exhibition 
room agree that the furniture is as comfortable as it is attractive. The line is manufactured by L’Atelier 
Moveis e Deeoracées Lida... Rua Augusta 1791, Sao Paulo, Brazil. The company’s president, Mr. Leopold 
Salszupin is in New York, where he arranged U.S. representation for his firm’s products, which, in addi- 


ene 


tion to furniture, include wood handicrafts. 





well as obtaining additiona 
credits. These negotiations are re- 
ported to be proceeding satisfac- 
torily and will be concluded by the 
exchange director of the Bank of 
Brazil, who remains in the United 
States for this purpose. 

In addition, Brazilian and U.S. 
officials have undertaken discus- 
sions with various European 
countries regarding the contri 
bution they might make in help 
ing Brazil overcome its financial 
difficulties. The two governments 
have been informed that a num 
ber of those countries have agreed 
in principle to extend Brazil a 
substantial stand-by credit and to 
reschedule Brazil’s existing debts 
to them. 

During Minister Mariani’s visit 
to Washington, he and Ambassa- 
dor Walther Moreira Salles, who 
had laid the groundwork for the 
negotiations, were received by 
Kennedy. The 
dent expressed his great hope 


President Presi- 
that assistance proviled by the 
United States, the International 
Monetary Fund and European 
countries would help to assure 
the success of Brazil’s new eco- 


nomic program. 


ae ee of Guanabara Seeking Wavs 


to Intensify Industrial Development 





Three Organizations Set Up 
= 


to Study New Programs 

Brazil’s new state of Guana 
bara has set up three organiza- 
tions to study means of intensify 
ing industrial development. 

One of them, COPEG (Com 
panhia Progresso do Estado da 
Guanabara), will direct work con 
nected with the establishment and 
development of industrial zones in 
the state, promote the carrying 
out of public works projects, give 
economic and financial aid to in 
dustries wishing to establish 
themselves in the area, and draw 
up plans aimed at expanding the 





economic activities of the state. 

Preliminary studies concerning 
the establishment of a steelworks 
in Guanabara have already been 
made, and a_— Study 
GESEG, has been set up to com- 
plete them. On the basis of its 


Group, 


report, the state government w 
decide if the project is feasible. 

The provision of adequate sup- 
plies of power being fundamental 
to any development program, the 
third of the new organizations, 
GENER, has been formed to ex 
amine trends of supply and de- 
mand and make recommendations 
on steps to be taken to assure ade- 
quate facilities for both industria] 
and domestic consumption. 








Brazil’s Timber Resources 


As we have received many requests for information on Bra- 
zilian woods, the following pages feature a survey of impor- 
tant timbers having commercial value. A list of Brazilian wood 
and lumber exporters may be obtained by writing the Bra 
zilian Government Trade Bureau in New York. 
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Brazil's 
Timber 


Resources 


A review of the potential 


and commercial uses 


of Brazil's principal woods 














ieties of timber growing therein. It has been 
estimated that they extend over 1.5 million square 
miles—an area slightly greater than half the land 
area of continental United States. Not all of these 
forest trees have been classified botanically, but over 


Bran ‘'s forests are unrivaled in the extent and 
Var 


2.500 species are now recognized. 


Three Geographical Regions 

Brazil’s forests may be divided into three geo- 
graphical regions. The first is tropical and covers 
the entire area drained by the Amazon River and 
tributaries, as well as the state of Maranhao. The 
second region, considered subtropical, reaches south- 
ward from the state of Pernambuco through Sergipe, 
Bahia, northeastern Minas Gerais, Espirito Santo, 
Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo. The third region, lving 
more or less in the temperate zone, extends over 
large areas in the states of Santa Catarina, Parana 
and Sao Paulo, and lesser areas in southeastern 
Mato Grosso and northern Rio Grande do Sul. 

While a few trees are native to all three regions, 
each region possesses certain characteristic species. 
Thus, acapu, freij6, itauba-preta, massaranduba, 
castanheiro-do-Para (the Brazil nut tree) and the 
hevea rubber tree are characteristic species of the 
Amazonian forests. Prominent in the central forests 
are such species as jacaranda, ipe, peroba, putumuju, 
vinhatico, brazilwood and goncalo-alves. Peroba- 
rosa, the so-called Parana pine, imbuia and several 
varieties of ipé, on the other hand, are found only 
in the southern section. The Amazonian forests are 
largely intact, while in the other two regions large 
areas have been cleared for agricultural purposes. 

The composition of these vast forests are as varied 
as their size and they contain woods suitable for a 
host of commercial and industrial needs. Besides 
vielding woods possessing a wide range of physical 
and mechanical properties, and therefore of widely 
diversified utility, they also produce rubber, balata, 
dyes, tannins, resins, gums, waxes, tonka beans, 
vanilla beans, Brazil nuts, vegetable ivory nuts, 
numerous fibers, rotenone, essential oils and other 
medicinal ingredients. 


Brazil Named for a Wood 


Wood was the first source of Brazil’s wealth; in 
fact, it is generally contended that Brazil derives its 
name from a tree found in the coastal region of cen- 
tral Brazil. Shortly after Brazil was discovered in 
1500, explorers, who had been unsuccessful in a 
search for gold, loaded their vessels with a timber 
they thought had commercial possibilities. They 
named it “brasil” owing to its fierv-red color and 
resemblance to a live coal (“brasa’”’) when cut and 
polished. After they had returned to Portugal the 
fame of the new cabinet wood spread far and wide, 
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and the wood was exported to Europe on 
quite an extensive scale during the 16th 
and 17th centuries for cabinet work and 
dyeing purposes. The vast territory 
where this valuable timber was found 
growing was, therefore, finally named 
Brasil (““Brazil’” is the anglicized form) 
by the early Portuguese navigators. 
Although 
shades of dyes 


brazilwood yields several 
ranging from red to 
orange, the discovery and development 
of synthetic dyes has lessened the de- 
mand for natural dyestuffs. Owing to 
its weight, elasticity and flexibility, bra- 
zilwood is in great demand for making 
high-class violin Heavy bows 
made over one hundred years ago of this 
wood are worth $200 or more today. 
With but one notable exception, that 
of Parana pine, Brazilian forest trees belong to the 


bows. 


broadleaf or so-called hardwood varieties instead of 
the coniferous or softwood varieties of timber. 


From the Lightest to the Heaviest 


Brazilian woods vary enormously in density and 
weight. For example, barriguda, a wood found in 
Bahia, is one of the lightest woods known, weighing 
only four or five pounds to the cubic foot, while pau- 
ferro (ironwood) and pau-santo from the Ama- 
zonian forests and aroeira from Parana weigh as 
much as 79 pounds to the cubie foot in an air-dry 
condition. Barriguda is even lighter than balsa wood 
for which it is considered an excellent substitute. 
Brazilian ironwood, of which there are several 
varieties, is so hard and dense that it cannot be cut 
or worked with ordinary tools. It has proved suit- 
able for making the wheels and shells of pulleys, 
tackle and sheave blocks. 

The durability of some Brazilian timbers is re- 
markable. The heartwood of aroeira was used for the 
framework of the missions built by the Jesuit mis- 
sionaries in the interior of Brazil, Paraguay and 
Bolivia over 250 vears ago and the framework of 
some of these buildings is still in an excellent state 
of preservation even though the tile roofs and the 
adobe or brick walls have completely disintegrated. 
The life of an aroeira crosstie is only limited by its 
capacity to receive spike holes, which must be bored 
on aceount of its hardness. Livestock corrals built 
entirely of this wood last almost indefinitely. 

Other Brazilian timbers noted for their durability 
are ipé, of which there are several varieties, itauba- 
preta, faveiro, acapu, guarantan, sucupira, copaiba, 
marimari, pau-ferro and massaranduba. These 
woods are used for crossties, telephone, telegraph 
and transmission poles, posts, mud sills and for 


other uses in exposed or damp places. Some varieties, 








This picturesque river community in Parana is typical of the small towns found 


in the lumbering regions of southern Brazil. There Parana pine is the chief timber 
of commerce, as well as being an important item in Brazil’s export trade. 


such as massaranduba, pau-ferro, ipé, ananera and 
pitanga resist the attacks of marine borers and are, 
therefore, preferred for piling, dock timbers and the 
bottom planking for ships and boats. 

Cedro (Spanish cedar), canela sassafraz, acapu, 
peroba-rosa and many others, which are not suscep- 
tible to the attacks of termites, white ants and other 
wood-destroying insects, are highly valued for furni- 
ture and construction purposes in regions where 
these pests abound. The wood of canela sassafraz 
(cinnamon sassafras) gives off a characteristic sas- 
safras odor when worked and is said to be insect 
repellent. Therefore, it is used for clothes closets, 
chests and dresser drawers. Cedro is also agreeably 
scented and practically all cigars made in Brazil are 
packed in cedro boxes. 


Many Uses for Brazil's Woods 

A number of Brazilian woods, such as ipé, ca- 
breuva, amendoim, faveiro and massaranduba, 
possess great strength in compression and bending 
and are, therefore, much used for the framework of 
buildings, bridge timbers, ship beams and for cer- 
tain industrial purposes where those qualities are 
required. Noted for elasticity and flexibility, and 
thus esteemed for the making of boat ribs, barrel 
hoops and bentwood furniture, are such varieties as 
guaiuvira, guarabu, genipapo, amarelinho and pau- 
d’arco. The latter was so named because it was one 
of the woods used by Brazilian Indians for making 
their bows. Amarelinho resembles American hickory 
more nearly than any other Brazilian wood owing 
to its resiliant and elastic properties, which recom- 
mend its use for small tool handles. Tool handles 
are also turned from alecrim, guatambu, genipapo, 
guaiuvira, guarantan and guarabu. 

Cabreuva is one of the best Brazilian woods for 
retaining its shape under variable climatic condi- 
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excelled for Fine Cabinet Woods 


Db) | is unexcelled by any 





, quantity and variety. Many 
jacaranda (rose- 


putumuju, 


such as imbuila, 


ves, sebastiao-arruda, 
highly figured, 


and ftreljo, are possess 


undulating grain and are capable 


tiful and brilliant polish, which 

for fine furniture, cabi- 

neers, fixtures, interior trim, 

nd similar purposes. Colors are 

rier the species. Every shade and tint from 
! t ft he most delicate are found. 
lors; others are veined; some are 


i perfect combination is found. 








B) ian cabinet woods have been exported 
States for some time, among them 
arieties of jacaranda, cabreuva, 
mbuia, putumuju and goncalo-alves. Jaca- 
vhich there are at least six varieties, is 

‘ ! he | 


S. under the name of Brazilian 
named for the rose perfume it ex- 


Jacaranda—the Rosewood of Commerce 


jacaranda is found in every 


\ r re ile ‘are 


Production and exportation, how- 


Es} to Santo and Bahia, where 
ests consist of vari 
5. imports of Jaca 
a number of purposes. Manu- 


instruments use the darker 


wards of mandolins 


banjos, 


etter figured varieties are 
ndolin ribs, harp bodies, 
neered plano cases and 
wood is used 


bil- 


res and parlor car 


ired ros 
‘abinets, radios, 
e ¢ ke firured varieties 

cases and 


the manu- 
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purplish rose. It possesses a rich figure and in tex- 
ire somewhat resembles the Indian wood, padauk. 
As it does not respond well to staining, its use in 
fine cabinent work is limited. In a finished state it 


strongly resembles Cuban mahogany. 


Brazil's Finest Cabinet Wood 
With imbuia we come to the 
premier cabinet wood of Brazil, where it is found 


what is doubtless 
in the forest regions of Parana and Santa Catarina. 
Resembling walnut in texture, weight and finished 
appearance, it varies in color from light to dark 
brown and is frequently marked with longitudinal 
bands of a golden yellow color. Most imbuia trees 
vield straight grained wood, but occasionally trees 
are encountered with wavy or curly grained wood, 
which is valuable for cutting figured 
veneers, The dry wood gives off a characteristic cin- 
Not only is it a 


especially 


namon-like odor when freshly cut. 
to plane and carve, but it 
finished smoothly, glues up well, takes filler and 


very easy wood also 
varnish readily and is capable of receiving a luster- 
ous polish. In Brazil it is used for fine furniture in 
solid or form, office and bank fixtures, 
elevator finish, interior trim and for fittings, pianos, 
radio cabinets and carved artistic work. It is being 
exported in increasing quantities to the United 
States, where it has met with favor with manufac- 
turers of carved artistic and period furniture. 


veneered 


From Mummy Cases to Banks 

Freij6, known in the United States the 
names of Amazonian teak, Brazilian walnut, cordia 
wood and jenny wood, is found only in the Amazon 
forest area. The wood’s color varies from yellow 


under 


to a dark brown and has about the same density as 
American walnut. It is work, finishes 
smoothly, takes stain very well and, because of its 


easy to 


close texture and even grain, receives a soft satin 
finish. It is particularly well adapted for the interior 
bank fittings and furniture of 
Spanish design. In a finished state freij6é resembles 


of clubrooms, for 


an African species of Cordia, which the ancient 
Kkygvptians used for mummy cases and furniture. 


Goncalo-Alves 

Goncalo-alves is a fine cabinet wood from the cen- 
tral region. It is one of the most beautiful 
and highly figured woods found in Brazil, having a 
reddish brown color, richly mottled with darker 
spots that are uniformly distributed longitudinally. 
It is unrivaled for high-class cabinent work and has 
been introduced into the U.S. in some quantities. 
wood which deserves considera- 


forest 


Another cabinet 


tion by furniture and veneer manufacturers is su- 


cupira. There are at least three woods in the Amazon 
forest called by this name and they are thought to 
be considerably more abundant than the sucupira 
from Espirito Santo and Sao Paulo. It has a rich 
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dark brown color and, like oak, is somewhat porous. 
The pores are filled with a light colored substance, 
which gives the wood an unusual straw-like effect 
in the finished state. The furniture, fixtures and in- 
terior trim of Sao Paulo’s Municipal Library are 
made of this wood, which has caused many favor- 
able comments. 

The Parana forest region furnishes two general 
utility woods—Parana pine and peroba-rosa—which 
not only are more widely used than all other woods 
of Brazil but are exported in large quantities. 


Commercially Important Parana Pine 

Parana pine is commercially important in the 
states of Parana, Santa Catarina and Rio Grande do 
Sul, although it occurs in small quantities in Sao 
Paulo and Minas Gerais. It is the only wood of major 
importance to Brazil’s foreign trade, ranking high 
among the country’s export products. 

The sapwood of Parana pine is of a pale vellow 
color and the somewhat darker heartwood is marked 
with longitudinal pink streaks. Flat sawing brings 
out these markings in the grain, which gives the 
wood a very attractive appearance for interior trim. 
The wood is soft, flexible, moderately elastic, moder- 
ately strong and light in weight. It is used in the 
huilding trade for concrete forms and scaffolds, for 
boxing and crating, for moderately priced furniture, 
and to supply nearly 50 per cent of all the paper pulp 
used in Brazil. Of its many uses there is none for 
which its flexibility and elasticity are better adapted 
than for cooperage stock. In recent years it has 
been in great demand for veneers to make plywood 
and is the chief wood used for that purpose. 


Peroba—Abundant and Useful 

There are several varieties of peroba found in 
Brazil of which peroba rosa is the most important. 
It is the most abundant and widely used hardwood 
in central and southern Brazil. In the region where 
peroba timber is plentiful, it occupies the same 
relation to the building trades as does yellow pine 
or oak in the United States. It is common in the 
forests of Sao Paulo, Parana and Minas Gerais, to 
a lesser extent in Mato Grosso and Goias. The wood 
is rose-red when freshly cut and is beautifully 
marked with veins of a dark red color. Some of the 
markings have a striped effect, suggestive of a 
tiger’s markings, and wood so marked is called 
peroba-rajada. The grain is fine, regular and incon- 
spicuous. In Brazil peroba-rosa is used for the frame- 
work of buildings, plain and parquet flooring, ceil- 
ings, furniture, doors, bridge timbers and crossties. 
It is also highly regarded in the shipbuilding trade 
owing to the noncorrosive action of the wood on 
iron. The ironclads of the old Brazilian Navy were 
constructed largely of peroba-rosa. 

With the possible exception of peroba and Parana 
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Although more mechanized lumbering methods are used in 
easily accessible areas, one still sees oxen used to transport 


logs in parts of Brazil’s hinterland. 


pine, it could be said that Brazil’s forest resources 
are relatively untapped. This forest wealth has not 
been fully developed because lack of transportation 
has made access to the forests very difficult, while 
inadequate machinery and the use of primitive hand 
labor has kept costs high. In recent years, however, 
as demand has increased from countries—including 
the United States—where timber supplies have 
dwindled, the Brazilian government has_ brought 
about many improvements to aid this neglected in- 
dustry. Railways and roads have been built. Modern 
mechanical methods of lumbering have been intro- 
duced. The National Pine Institute, which controls 
Brazilian wood production and trade, has carried 
out a vigorous program to solve the many problems 
that kept the wood industry behind development in 
other sectors. Among the responsibilities of this 
government agency are reforestation projects, tech- 
nological studies, supervision of output, surveys of 
credit and financial problems, compulsory registra- 
tion of producers, manufacturers and exporters, 
official standardization and classification of the prod- 
uct, price control, establishment of quotas for out- 
put and export, supervision of the installation of 
new industries and operation of departments for 
statistical research and information. 
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~PPORTUNITIES IN BRAZILIAN TRADE 
‘ ’ ( Fir I [ 1s , L + : 
ed the following inquiries and offers from businessmen in Brazil. These inquiries are 


tandings of listed firms. We suggest that the parties interested write directly to 


the fir? 1 airma Is we 1s to the office, at 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N.Y. 


U.S. INVESTORS :: 
UYERS WANTED “TRADE OPPORTUNITIES” th B , r 
for American firms t ; 


The Brazilian Government Trade Bureau also accepts adver- sleet - 
tisements from U.S. firms wishing to reach interested parties panhia 6b ra. ge Con 
in Brazil in its fortnightly “BOLETIM AMERICANO”, in Portu- xa do C é s 
guese, widely distributed in Brazil. U.S. firms wishing to import Bra 
Brazilian products and desiring to use these facilities are 
<0 invited to write to: Brazilian Government Trade Bureau, 551 
Fifth Avenue, New York, New York. BRAZILIAN CIGARS 
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